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Hassanein Mohamed Rabie (1938 — 2019)
Jere L. Bacharach
University of Washington, Seattle

In JAN., 2019, Hassanein Rabie, the Egyptian scholar of medieval
Islamic history, passed away. Widely known in Europe and North America
to an older generation of scholars because of his scholarship and lectures in
many parts of the world before administrative work came to dominate his
life, the following is a summary of Hassanein’s academic career.
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As an outstanding undergraduate and M.A. student at Cairo University
in medieval Islamic history, Hassanein was awarded a scholarship in 1964
to undertake his Ph.D. at SOAS, London University, under the direction of
Bernard Lewis, then the doyen of specialists on medieval Islamic history.
Completing his degree in 1969 after serving as a lecturer in medieval
Islamic history at SOAS, Hassanein joined the Department of History,
which was his official academic home for the rest of his life.

As a scholar Hassanein was most active during the following decades.
He published his dissertation as The Financial System of Egypt (AH. 564-
741/ A.D. 1169-1341) (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1972), which is
still sited today in studies of Ayyubid and early Mamluk history, a well-
deserved, long shelf life for any scholarly work. As Hassanein shared with
me, his research priority then shifted to editing medieval Arabic texts as he
felt that properly trained Egyptian scholars had the Arabic and the
methodological skills to do this time consuming, extremely important work.
He edited and annotated Ibn Wasil’s Mufarrij Al-Kuriib fi Akhbar Bani
Ayyub (History of the Ayyubids) as well as oversaw the work of others.

Hassanein quickly established a reputation as a demanding, but
effective teacher at Cairo University and to give his students a broader
knowledge of the medieval Mediterranean world, he offered courses on
Byzantine history. Discovering that there was very little for them to read in
Arabic on that topic, he wrote “Studies in the history of the Byzantine
State,” which went through six editions from 1983 to 1998. What his
colleagues also discovered was that Hassanein was an extremely effective
administrator and it was no surprise that he became Chair of his Cairo
University department, but what no one could have predicted was that he
moved on become a Vice Dean, College of Arts, then Dean, and finally a
Cairo University Vice President from 1993 to 1998 as well as Director of
Cairo University’s Open Education Center which focused on distance
learning. Even after his mandatory retirement Hassanein maintained an
active interest in distance learning for Egyptians.

For over four decades Hassanein served as an advisor to the American
Research Center in Egypt where his primary responsibility involved
reviewing the applications of Americans who applied for ARCE fellowships
to work on Islamic or Coptic topics. He was particularly sensitive to the
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changing political winds in Egypt indicating to the ARCE Cairo office
personnel when the wording of a proposed research project would create a
problem. He also played a major role in seeking an appropriate Egyptian
academician who would serve as the American’s “Egyptian academic
advisor.” Because of this input ARCE rarely had a problem with Egyptian
authorities over the work of their fellows.

| first met Hassanein, briefly, in London in 1965 when we were both
graduate students but it was from 1971 that our friendship started and
continued until his last years when recurring hospital stays and declining
health limited his contacts and movement. We quickly established a routine
where each would aid the other in acquiring books or articles for our
research interests. Over time we expanded our exchanges to aid colleagues
and family members who needed academic material not easily acquired in
our home countries. Always a welcoming host, an evening spent with
Hassanein and his family was always a highlight for me during a visit to
Cairo. The scholarly world has lost a demanding scholar, an exceptional
teacher, and an effective administrator and, for me, a friend.
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(1) Strabo, Geography, 17.1.5 (790 - 91):
Ol UEV OUV APYULOL TO OLKOVHEVOY CLTO KO
moTtLOHEVOV LTTO ToL NEIAOU HOVOV ALYULTOV EKQAOLY,
QRO TMOV TEPL ZUTVIY TOROV GPECHEVOL HEEPL TNG
QaAOITIG. OL 8 LGTEPOV UEYPL VUV TROTEACPOV EK REV
BV IPOC EO REP@V TO LeTofL TOU Apafiov KOATOU
ko Tow Neihoo aoyxedov Tt navte (o1 8 Aldioneg ou Tavw
ypovion tn Epubpa Oolot) ek 38 TV ECTERPLOV TA
LEYPL TV AVAGEMY KGL EV T TOPLAALR T OO TOU
Kavopikou gronatog peypt Katafalpou kot g
Kupnvoimy sTIKPOTELNG.

(2) Ibid., 17.1.13 (798):
71 0g poilov KaTidewv eotl TV EVHLIOY TRLTNV
TEPLOBCUOVTL TV YWPAV, KUL TROTOV TNV TAPAALELY
apEapsvny aro tou Katafabduov. peypt deupo yop
£CTIV 1] Atyurntog, 11 O 8¢ eotl Kupnvaia ko ot
TepLoikovvIsc fouplapol Mappapidot.

(3) Ibid., 17.1.14 (799).

(4) Herodotus, Historiae, 2.17.

(5) Ibid., 2.18:
0 8g Bzog oPeag OUK EQ TOLEELY TRV TA, PO ALYUTTOY
ELVOL TELTTY TV 0 Nelthog emeoy opder, Kot ALyuntioug
svo touToug ot eveple Eledavriviig Tololg DIKEOVTES
GO TOL TOTOUOL TOLTOL TMEVOLTL.

(6) Ibid., 4.44.

(7) John Ball, Egypt in the Classical Geographers, Cairo, 1942, pp
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(8} Periplus of Scylax: Text, Latin translation and notes in C.Muller,
Greographici Gracei Minores, vol.l, Paris, 1855, pp. 15 - 96 and XXM -1
106. )

(9) thid., 107.
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(11) Diodarus Siculus, 17.49.2; Quintus Curtius, 6.7.9,
SV 2 bl g A e ol )

(12) Arrianus, Anabasis, 3.5.
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(13) Dicdorus Siculus, 1.30.

(14) Ibid., 1.31. and the notes of the transiator, C.H. Oldfather.,

(15) The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 3" edition 1996 by S. Hornblower and
A. Spawforth, under (Pomponius Mela P, 1218), with the reference to the
recent editions of the text; J. Ball, op. cit., p. 71

(16} Plinius Maior , Historia Naturalis, 5.10. 59 ;

Dicionis Aegyptiac esse incipit a fine Aethiopiae Syene.
{17) Ibid ., 5. 9. 48 ;

Proxima Africae incolitur Aepyptus .....°

Inferiorem eius partem Nilus dextera lacvaque divisus amplexu suo
determinat , Canopico ostio ab Africa , ab Asia Pelusiaco, CLXX passum
intervallo.

(18) Ibid. , 5. 12. 13-15,
(19) Ibid ., 5.5. 32; 6.39.
20} Ibid. , 5. 12. 68.

{21) Carotus Fridericus Augustus Nobbe, Claudii Ptolemasi Geographia,
Lipsiae, 1881, IV.5.2.

2! o Se apKTOVY T T8 AyOTTIO nehaysl kKata REPLYpadTv THS TU
PAALOL TOLALTTY MUPULOPLIKIC VOUOU.
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(22) Tbid., 1V 5 4:

4: Nopwou ALfung aapahios.

TEVOPLOS ATV vly ke
Korepabuoc peyog v Ao @
{23) bid., [V.5.12-13:
12. Kowomdog
Kaasiov ... Ey hod

Expryype ZpPavidog apvng &y 1B Lo

Ootpokivy £d 1% ¥
Fuwvokopoupo, &8 YO oy
Avindov £d ¥ Mo y0

13. amo 8t cvotohav mg 16 Joudenng pepstL 10 ano
Avindovog mokeng ey TEPATOL.

(24) C. Muller, GGM, vol.1, Paris, 1855, pp. 429-438; Prince Youssouf Kamal,
Monumenta Cartographica Africae et Aegypti, vol.ll, Partl, Leyden, 1928,
PP. 188- 193: 1. Ball, op. cit., p. 130.

(25) 1hid., pp. 130-133.

(26) Ibid., p. 138; the most generally accepted text of that Itinerary being that
of O.Cuntz, ltineraria Romana, vol.], Leipzig, 1929.

(27) Polybius, Historiae, 5.80.3:

....... Koo Tpatonedeoe TevTovia o1adlong anooyov Padiec, nk
£1T0 LLETOL PLvOKOROLPU RPQIN TOY KOIX

Kotkav Zupov TOAEBY @G TpOG TV AL7ULTOV.
(28) Dindorus Siculus, 1. 60. 1-6; 5-6:

........... ,NBpOLGEY GraVIE; ToUg KOTadedIkaaevous,
AMOTEUDY & GUTHY TOUS IOKTNPAC KATRKIGEY £V T0IG
EG(T0LG TNG EPTIHO, KTLGAG ROALY TV G0 T0U
CURTT@E0 TOV oKnTopav Pvokolovpa
rpocayopeveicay.

Av 88 keyievn £pog To16 efopiotg g Alyuntou Kal

ay




LUPLEG OU HOKPOY TOD TOPTKOVIOG GLYIEAOY ..., . |
{29) Strabe, 16.2.31.

(30) Jean Yoyotte et Pascel Charvet, Strabon, Le Voyage en Egyple, un regarg
romain, Paris, 1997, p. 102, note 158.

(31} Ibid., note 157. See alse note 403, p. 162.
(32) Ibid,, P. 102, nn. 165 - 174 .
b § oSl Wilb T Ol il s ded Al G g s (1Y
il g b e g " AR Al y3 — Builey I &y st et

(34) Strabo, 17.1.14:
g1t Tarosepts, cuK eat Dohatty, ravnyupLy Seyopevn
peyaAnv. autng de rAnclov retpwdes sl 1 oot
FWPLIOY, KL OTO Seyouevoy norloug toug akpaboviag
QRUOGY OPCLY ETOVC.

(35) lbid., 17.1.17,

(36) Ibid,, 17.1.18.

(37) Ibid,, 17.1.4:
whsvpog 82 Tou TpyOVoU Ta gylEopsvit 8¢ EXQTEPA
pedpo xafnrovro ueyxpt g Bahatg, o yev £ delie
e koo [Indovaiov, 1o § sv uploTepn T15 KATQ
KavoBov ko to tinolov Hpokieiov
rpocuyopsopevoy, Paoty 8 v tapaicy Ty peroku
Tow fIniouotou kol tov HpoukAeiov.

(38) Diodorus Siculus, I. 33.7,

(393 C. Ptolemaius, Geographia, 4.5.10.

(40) J. Ball, op. cit., p. 105,

{41) Herodotus, IL. 113 - 114.

(42) Diodorus Siculus, [ 19.4.

{43) Strabo, 17.1.16. (at the end of the paragraph}.
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